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of dragoons and a corps of nearly 36,000 men* Send at
least half of these 36,000 men as an advance guard to
march on Kprinend. The Duke of Auerstaedt is opposite
Presburg with the Gudin division and the light cavalry
division of General -Lassalle. You will not receive this
letter before noon; it is impossible that you should not
have received news by then from General Lauriston,
from General Montbrun, from General Colbert, and
even from General Macdonald, which should give you
clear particulars about the situation of Prince John.

66 In plains, such as these of Hungary, manoeuvring
will necessarily be different from what it is in the passes
of Carinthia and Styria. In the passes of Styria and
Carinthia, if one succeeds in forestalling the enemy at
a point of junction, as, for instance, at Saint-Michel,
one cuts off the enemy column; in Hungary, on the
contrary, as soon as the enemy shall have been fore-
stalled on one point, he will make for another. Suppose,
for instance, the enemy is making for Raab and you
arrive in that town before him : the enemy, after hearing
of it on its way, will change his direction and make for
Pesth . . .; in that case, your movement on Raab would
increase the distance between you and the enemy; it
might even induce him (for the enemy is not as we are;
being in his own country he is well informed) to attack
Macdonald and rout him. I think, therefore, that the
movement, first on Qiins, later on Stein-am-Anger, then
on Korinend, or from Guns to Sarvar, is the soundest
movement, provided you have no other information
than what I have at the present moment. You may
march to-night on Guns with the Colbert brigade, the
seven regiments of the Grouchy division and a con-
siderable farce of artillery (you must put your light
artillery, at least twelve guns, with your cavalry), and
the Seras and Durutte divisions. Baraguey d'Hilliers's
corps may arrive to-night at Oedenburg, or even get as
far as Gfins, or march to the junction of the road to
Sarvar and Raab, on Zinkendorf. According to the
news you receive, you may combine, to-morrow, the
movement of your two columns on Sarvar or on Kori-
nend. General Montbrun ought to have been yesterday
night, the 5th, at Gols, and as he must link himself up
with General Lauriston, you will not fail to be M~J
with information.'*